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ORGANIZING

Find a home for your homeless clutter

hen it comes to my job,
Whelping people deal with

the clutter in their
homes is my bread and butter.
Clutter is defined as a collection
of things lying about in an
untidy mass. Clutter can accu-
mulate anywhere in a home, but
what I encounter most often is
cluttered surfaces in the
common areas of the home like
the Kkitchen, living room and bed-
rooms.

Sometimes clutter piles up
because we simply don’t take the
time to put items back in their
proper place.
Taking a few
extra seconds
to return items
to their home
instead of
placing them
somewhere
quickly easily
solves that problem. But what if
an item has never been assigned
a proper location, or home? What
do you do with it when you finish
using it? More often than not,
that item will end up on a
kitchen counter, desk, coffee
table, or some other surface.
When that same outcome occurs
frequently, before you know it,
the surface is no longer visible or
usable.

I heard the term “homeless
clutter” on one of my favorite
organizing podcasts recently.
Cassie Aarsen, professional orga-
nizer, author and owner of
ClutterBug in Ontario, Canada,
coined the term, and I think it’'s a
perfect name because it reminds
me of the most fundamental
principle of organization.
Keeping your home organized is
all about finding a suitable home
for every item and keeping that
item in its home.

Following is the list of items
that frequently end up as home-
less clutter, along with a descrip-
tion of where I keep them in my
home and other sensible loca-
tions.

Angie Hyche

KEYS
This is homeless clutter than
can really wreak havoc. How
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Keeping your home organized is all about finding a suitable home for every item

and keeping that item in its home.

many times have you or someone
you know been running around
in a panic, late for an important
event and frustrated because you
can’t find your keys?

My husband, Eric, keeps his in
his pocket or on his bedside
table. I keep mine in a particular
pocket of my purse. Occasionally
if I need to quickly run to my car,
I'll put them in my pocket tempo-
rarily, but I always try to put
them right back in my purse
when I return. Occasionally this
doesn’t happen; see above note
about this situation wreaking
havoc.

Hanging keys on a hook by the
door is also a pretty good solu-
tion.

I have some friends who share
keys to a car for some reason
instead of each person having
their own key. I have never
thought this was a good idea,
because invariably there will be
some situation where someone
needs a key but the other person
has it. See above note about
havoc. Get your own key, people.
Seriously.

PURSE

Not having an established
home for your purse is pretty
much just as serious as for the
key. I think almost every wom-
an’s blood pressure goes up a
notch just hearing the words,
“Where is my purse?” even if
they are holding their own. And
those words are almost always
spoken with a fair amount of
despair, and occasionally with
tears.

I keep mine on the doorknob of
the door closest to the stairs to
the garage.

I definitely think the best home
for your purse should be close to
the kitchen and living room so
that you can get to it quickly.
Women generally need to put
something into or get something
out of their purses about 27 times
a day, give or take.

PENS/SCISSORS/TAPE/OTHER
FREQUENTLY USED OFFICE SUPPLIES
Mine are in various locations

on the main level of the house.
This is probably not ideal, but it
works. I don’t have a “junk

drawer,” as I feel this would be
unbecoming to a professional
organizer.

It’s not necessarily illegal to
have a junk drawer. If you did
choose to have a junk drawer and
you can keep it semi-organized,
these items would probably
belong in it. They probably need
to be in the common areas of
your house. If you have an office,
some will most likely need to be
kept there as well.

ITEMS TO BE REPAIRED/RETURNED
TO SOMEONE/ETC.

This category is for anything
that needs to go out the door for
any reason. It ends up as home-
less clutter because we are afraid
that if we don’t leave it out some-
where we can see it, we’ll forget
to take it with us. And if we go
ahead and put it in the car, we
might drive around with it for
months but never get it to its des-
tination.

I keep mine on the floor under
my purse that’s hanging on the
doorknob. The idea is that I will
see it when I get my purse and
immediately pick it up and take
it with me the next time I leave
my house. This plan usually
works.

The best home is probably
close to the door closest to your
car. Some type of surface is prob-
ably better than the floor. Putting
the item into the car is also a
good choice, but you may need
some sort of reminder to actu-
ally take it to the appropriate
place.

MAIL AND OTHER ACTIVE PAPER

By active paper, I am referring
to any paper that requires action
(bills, forms to fill out, receipts,
party invitations, etc.), not the
kind of paper that needs to be
stored long-term (like a birth cer-
tificate, old tax information, etc.).

Our active papers end up on
the kitchen island temporarily
until they have been put into
their proper location. If the
paper doesn’t need to be dealt
with quickly, I have a basket on
the kitchen counter that I put it
in until I get around to dealing

HOME DECOR 50z

Men’s Metal & Wood Decor

Wall and table

Wood Decor

Wood wall decor and finished

decorative wood accessories

Does not include furniture
or unfinished craft wood

Decorative Lanterns,
Birdcages & Terrariums

Knobs, Pulls, Handles, Hooks
& Decorative Hardware

Decorative Memo Boards,

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department

Metal Decor

Does not include furniture

Chalkboards & Corkboards

Priced $24.99 & Up
Framed & Canvas Art

Glass Decor

Glass Department, floral glass vases

and craft glass containers

Does not include craft stained glass

Candle Holders

Wall and table

Metal wall decor, functional & decorative
metal accessories (Includes metal
containers in our Floral & Crafts Departments)

Collage Frames

Wicker, Decorative

Does not include large trunks or
craft & paper crafts storage

Boxes, Trays & Storage

with it properly, which will
always be less than a week.

Figuring out a system for
dealing with paper is critical for
preventing clutter and for man-
aging a household. I highly rec-
ommend a system called The
Sunday Basket, the brainchild of
Cincinnati organizer Lisa
Woodruff.

ITEMS TO BE RECYCLED (PAPER,
CARDBOARD, PLASTIC, GLASS, ETC.)
We have a small trash can in
the floor of my pantry for ours.
When this container fills up, we
take it downstairs to put in the

recycling bin.

If the recycling bin is on a dif-
ferent level than the kitchen, a
stair basket might be another
good option.

LOOSE CHANGE

I keep mine in my billfold in
my purse and just try to get rid
of loose coins as I can to prevent
them from building up. I have
never gotten into the habit of col-
lecting them like many people
do.

If you keep them in a container
of some sort, my only suggestion
is to occasionally go and cash
them in unless you are saving
them for a particular reason.

LOST SOCKS

I keep mine in the drawer
where the rest of my socks are,
and I keep them there for a little
while until I have given up hope
of the mate reappearing. Then I
eventually assume that the mate
has gone to that unknown land
where all lost socks go.

A container in the laundry
room for lost socks isn’t a bad
idea. But at some point if it gets
too full, the odds that you will
actually take the time to search
through it when you find another
random sock get pretty slim.

Angie Hyche is a professional
organizer and owner of
Shipshape Solutions in
Kingsport. Email her at beship-
shape@gmail.com. For informa-
tion about her organizing ser-
vices, visit beshipshape.com.

FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU OR SHOP ONLINE AT HOBBYLOBBY.COM
STORE HOURS: 9 AM. -8 P.M. « CLOSED SUNDAY

Summer and items labeled The Spring Shop™ are not included in Home Decor sale.

SUMMER TOYS

40

Includes Little Wishes®

£’ar
SPECIALS

Items Labeled

THE SPRING SHOP™

407

Spring Tableware & Wall Decor,
Statuary, Garden Decor and More

FLORALS0%

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department or items labeled “floral accents”

Ribbon & Trims by the Roll

Ribbon, bows, tulle & deco mesh in our Wedding, Floral

and Fabric Departments
Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle sold by the yard

Floral Arrangements
Flowering and greenery
Does not include custom designs or potted trees

Garlands, Swags, Wreaths & Teardrops

Flowering and greenery

Wedding

Iltems Labeled
Studio His & Hers®

Invitations,
toasting glasses,
ring pillows,
cake toppers and more

FURNITURE

ALWAYS

30%

THE MARKED PRICE*

ALL YARN

Every skein, brand,
color and size

30%

Does not include thread and floss

FRAMES 507

Categories Listed

Photo Frames
Always 50% off

the marked price*

Our entire selection of
basic & fashion tabletop
frames and wooden
photo storage

Wall Frames

Poster, document and portrait frames with glass

Collage
Frames

Art Prints &

Posters

Always 50% off
the marked price*

CRAFTS30%

Categories Listed

T-Shirts

Always 30% off the marked price*
Youth & adult t-shirts, sweatshirts,
infant & toddler t-shirts,

creepers and dresses

Unfinished Craft Wood
Priced $5.99 & Up

Krylon® Spray Paint

Crayola’ Products

Pre-Cut
Stained Glass

Single sheets only

Children’s Crafts
by Playside Creations”

Chipboard, Chip Decor™
Letters & Shapes and
Mixed Media

by the Paper Studio”

Embellishments
by the Paper Studio”

Spare Parts’, Flea Market Fancy’, Poppies & Paperie’,
decorative tape, brads, bottle caps, flowers and more

Paper Crafts Totes &

Organizers
by the Paper Studio”

PAPER CRAFTS 50?:;

Most Categories Listed

Bt .
CHIPDEX
Scrapbook Albums &

Refill Pages

by the Paper Studio”

Over 200 styles

Does not include photo albums

All Stickers
Over 2500 styles
Includes 3D stickers,
sticker packs and
planner stickers

ART SUPPLIES

Fairy tale’|

JEWELRY MAKINGS0?:

Categories Listed

FABRIC

Master’s Touch® %
Single Art Brushes 50 i

Art Pads & Sketchbooks 5 UUFF

Super Value Pack
Canvas 8x10 - 10 pack

9 ggper 11x14 - 7 pack
. pack

Master’s Touch”
Artist Acrylic Tube Paints

299 3317

$3.99 Regular price

"I;iznpera Paints 1 . 27

$1.99 Regular price

$6.99 Regular price

| @‘ ):':fairg_) tale!

D.LY. Jewelry Kits and Blank Slate
Bead Boxes Create a personalized look with

stamping blanks, bezels and more

. Bead Design Co.", In Bloom™ the Jewelry Shoppe™
and Treehouse Studio’

Bulk beads & gems in a variety of materials sterling-dipped and sterling silver

¢ Fairy Tale™ bysead reasures”
N Pendants, charms and beads for a
grown-up happily ever after

Featuring Story Lockets™
Does not include sterling silver

Findings, hair accessories, nickel free,

Charms by A Bead story” & Charm Me”

CUSTOM FRAMES 30%

Always 50% off the marked price*
Applies to frame only. See store for details.

We Guarantee Our Prices
Are Lower Than Our
Competitors’ Larger Discounts!

See our Great Selection.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

PRICES GOOD IN STORES
MONDAY, APRIL 2 —
SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2018.
PRICES GOOD ONLINE
SUNDAY, APRIL 1 —
SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2018.

SOME ADVERTISED ITEMS NOT
AVAILABLE ONLINE.

SELECTION AND QUANTITIES VARY
BY STORE.
AD DOES NOT APPLY TO
PRE-REDUCED ITEMS.

*Discounts provided every day;
marked prices reflect general
U.S. market value for
similar products.

SALES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK.

Ribbon, Trim &
Tulle Spools
0es not in
t mo l Iles \d bylh
nal Department

Dec Fabrlc Al aYe

30% -

THE MARKED PRICE*
Calico Prints
& Solids

Apparel prints and batiks

heers and Thore

Sewmg Machines

Priced from

19.99

Fleece
rints, sol ids and
mlcr ofiber

HOBBY LOBBY

Offer good for one item at regular price only. Limit one coupon per customer per
day. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer is not valid with any other
coupon, discount or previous purchase. One cut or one bolt of fabric or trim

"by the yard" equals one item. Online fabric & trim discount s limited to 10 yards,
single cut. Excludes CRICUT” products, Gemini Machine™ Crafters Companion,
candy & snack products, gum & mints, helium tanks, gift cards, custom orders,

One Item at
Regular Price
labor, rentals, class fees or items labeled “Your Price”. Exclusions subject to
change. Cash Value 1/10¢. VALID THROUGH APRIL 7, 2018

Coupon For In Store or Online Use!

COUPON CODE:
92340



