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ORGANIZING

When the organizer is disorganized

ometimes a story is just

too funny to keep to your-

self, even if it paints you
in a slightly unfavorable light. I
had been looking forward to
attending my first NAPO
(National Association of
Productivity and Organizing
Professionals) conference for
years. NAPO is an organization
of 3,500+ members who are dedi-
cated to helping people and busi-
nesses bring order and efficiency
to their lives.

I have been a member of NAPO
from the very beginning, even
before I officially launched my
business in
August 2016. I
had taken
online classes,
read their daily
email discus-
sions, and had
corresponded
by email and
phone with several organizers
from all around the U.S. When I
decided to attend the NAPO 2018
conference in Chicago, I just
couldn’t wait to finally interact
with other list-obsessed people
like me.

As the date approached, I paid
special attention to all of the
emails concerning the confer-
ence. I had chosen my class ses-
sions, connected with my confer-
ence buddy (NAPO assigns a
buddy to every first-time confer-
ence attendee), and had packed
everything on the suggested
packing list.

On Thursday, April 26, my wait
was finally over. My flight was
scheduled to leave at 5:55 p.m. We
pulled up to the curb at the air-
port at 5 p.m., I opened the trunk
to get my suitcase, and it wasn’t
there. Yes, you read that cor-
rectly. I had left my suitcase at
home. And I was headed to a con-
ference for professional orga-
nizers. Talk about irony.

Although my husband, Eric,
made a valiant attempt to
retrieve the suitcase in time, I
didn’t make that flight. I wasn’t
able to leave until 6 a.m. the next
morning, but I still made it to the
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My newest checklist is called “Last minute trip preparation,” and the last item on

this list is “Load suitcase into car.”

conference in time. Somehow I
was able to stay calm and to
laugh about this turn of events,
and it definitely made for a great
conversation starter at the con-
ference.

So why am I telling you this
story? Why am I admitting that
although I pride myself on orga-
nization, I am by no means a per-
fect example? I firmly believe
that humility is a good thing, and
I also believe you can learn a
lesson from my mistakes.

I remember thinking years ago
that people who dropped their
phones and ruined them were

Decorative Memo Boards,
Chalkboards & Corkboards
Priced $24.99 & Up

Glass Decor
Glass Department, floral glass vases
and craft glass containers

Does not include craft stained glass

just ridiculous. Until I dropped
my iPhone in a toilet. I heard a
story years ago about a friend
who was traveling to Haiti on a
mission trip. He got all the way to
Miami before he realized he had
forgotten his passport and had to
fly back home. My story ranks
right up there. I often say, “Add
this to the long, ever-increasing
list of stupid things I have done.”
I am guessing that at least a
few of you read my articles about
organizing and figure that I must
be 100 percent organized in every
possible way. Now you know
that’s not true. Don’t get me

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department

Metal Decor
Metal wall decor, functional & decorative metal accessories
(Includes metal containers in our Floral & Crafts Departments)

Does not include furniture

Give yourself a break. Everyone does
stupid stuff sometimes. But don t just say,
“l am officially an idiot,” or “Oh well,
thats just how [ am.” Laugh « little,
and then learn from it.

wrong; my home is pretty orga-
nized. But when it comes to time
management and routines, I have
a lot of room for improvement.

What valuable lessons can you
learn from my story?

REMAIN CALM WHEN YOU REALIZE
YOUR MISTAKE.

In the midst of the mini crisis
at the airport, I am so glad I was
able to maintain my composure.
In a stressful situation, this is
critical.

Prepare early. In the vast
majority of cases, beingin a
hurry contributes to the
problem. My daughters and I
often tease Eric about needing to
get to the airport so early. We
have always thought his insis-
tence on arriving so early was
overkill. I learned the hard way
last week that leaving early
allows extra time for situations
just like this one.

GIVE YOURSELF A BREAK.

Everyone does stupid stuff
sometimes. But don’t just say, “I
am officially an idiot,” or “Oh
well, that’s just how I am.”
Laugh a little, and then learn
from it.

CREATE A CHECKLIST OR A SYSTEM
FOR ANY REPEATED TASK.

Taking the time to do this will
make the situation much easier
in the future and decrease the
odds that you will make the same
mistake again. Many of my best
checklists or systems have been
created as a result of mistakes I
have made, sometimes over and
over again. Because I have left
way too many things in hotel
rooms over the years, I do an
extensive double check of the

Canvas Art
Collage Frames

Wicker, Decorative Boxes, Trays & Storage

Does not include large trunks or craft & paper crafts storage

room before I check out now. As
a result of many forgotten items,
Inow have a packing list for
bicycle rides and a general
packing list. The night before I
work with a client, I go ahead
and set out my work clothes and
pack everything I will need in the
car. I have been doing this until
now by just thinking of each
item, but it would be much more
effective to create a checklist.
You’ll be interested to know that
my newest checklist is called
“Last minute trip preparation”;
the last item on this list is “Load
suitcase into car.”

What about you? Are there
routines in your life (either at
home or at work) that could be
made less stressful by creating a
system or checklist? As soon as
you identify something, jot down
as much as you can while it’s
fresh on your mind. Later, when
you’re not in as much of a hurry,
think through the situation com-
pletely and complete the check-
list. You may need to get input
from other team members for
this step. Don’t worry about get-
ting it perfect. You can always
add or subtract items as you
evaluate what’s working and
what’s not working.

I hope this information has
been helpful for you. We all fall
short sometimes. Taking the
time to evaluate what went
wrong and establishing a better
system for the next time is defi-
nitely worth the investment.

Happy organizing!

Angie Hyche is a professional
organizer and owner of
Shipshape Solutions in
Kingsport. Email her at
beshipshape@ gmail.com.
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Men S Metal & Wood Decor

Wall and table

Summer and items labeled The Spring Shop™ are not included in Home Decor sale.

SUMMER TOYS

40

Includes Little Wishes®

Items Labeled

THE SPRING SHOP™

407

Spring Tableware & Wall Decor,

e

Farmn

Statuary, Garden Decor and More

FURNITURE

FLORALS0%

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department or items labeled “floral accents”

Ribbon & Trims by the Roll Wedding

Ribbon, bows, tulle & deco mesh in our Wedding, Floral
Items Labeled

and Fabric Departments
Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle sold by the yard

Studio His & Hers®
Invitations,

toasting glasses,
ring pillows,
cake toppers and more

FRAMESS

Categories Listed
Photo Frames Collage
Always 50% off Frames

the marked price*
Art Prints &

Posters

Always 50% off
the marked price*

ALL YARN

Every skein, brand,
color and size

30%

Does not include thread and floss

PAPER CRAFTS

Gemstones 5 0 % Tim Holtz’ Products 3 u%
by the Paper Studio® OFF OFF

Inks, paper, stamps,
Over 300 styles

ALWAYS

307
OFF
THE MARKED PRICE*

CRAFTS30%

Categories Listed
Crayola“ Products

Floral Arrangements
Flowering and greenery
Does not include custom designs or potted trees

Garlands, Swags, Wreaths & Teardrops

Flowering and greenery

%

OFF

T-Shirts
Always 30% off the marked price*

Youth & adult t-shirts, sweatshirts,
infant & toddler t-shirts, creepers
and dresses

Unfinished Craft Wood
Priced $5.99 & Up

embellishments and more

Pre-Cut
Stained Glass

Single sheets only

Cricut’ Accessories %
% Cutting mats, replacement 3 u o
OFF blades, tools, totes and more OFF

Does not include machines and Brightpad™

Our entire selection of
basic & fashion tabletop
frames and wooden
photo storage

Wall Frames
Poster, document and portrait frames with glass

ART SUPPLIES

Master’s Touch” 5 U Master’s Touch®
Single Art Brushes OFF  Artist Acrylic Tube Paints D.LY. Jewelry Kits and

Art Pads & Sketchbooks 5 ()% 2.99 537 Bead Boxes

oz e : 3 Bead Design Co.", In Bloom™
$3.99 Regular price $6 99 Regular price | T and Treehouse Studio'

Bulk beads & gems in a variety of materials
Tempera Paints ] 2 7

$1 % Regular price

Cards, Tags &

Envelopes
by the Paper Studio”

€€0c6c000000000600000 |

©0eC00Ec00C00C00

Lilac Cricut

Bxploreair2 270 99

Children’s Crafts
by Playside Creations®

JEWELRY MAKING30?:

Categories Listed

Sizzix’ & Spellbinders®
Die Cutting Products 3 U;{‘;

Does not include machines

FABRIC

Ribbon, Trim & Tulle Spools

Does ot include ribbon, trim o tlle sold
by the yard or Seasonal Department

Punches &

Krylon® Spray Paint Punch Sets

40%

Home
Dec Fabric

Prints, solids,
sheers and

a0%
a0%
99¢

Traditions™

Natural pendants and beads ALWAYS

'© | Home Decor Curtain Panels
OFF & Pillow Covers

. . THE MARKED PRICE*
Calico Prints
& Solids

Apparel prints and batiks

the Jewelry Shoppe™
Findings, hair accessories, nickel free
and sterling silver

Fleece
Prints, solids and
microfiber

Super Value Pack
Canvas 8x10 - 10 pack

per 11x14 - 7 pack
N pack

16x20 - 5 pack

CUSTOM FRAMES 50%

Always 50% off the marked price*
Applies to frame only. See store for details.

Simplicity® Patterns
Limit 10 per customer
Does not include New Look® patterns.

Fairy Tale™ by ead Treasures”
Pendants, charms and beads for a
grown-up happily ever after

Charms
by Charm Me"

PRICES GOOD IN STORES
MONDAY, MAY 14 —
SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2018.
PRICES GOOD ONLINE
SUNDAY, MAY 13 —
SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2018.
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Offer good for one item at regular price only. Limit one coupon per customer per
day. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer is not valid with any other
coupon, discount or previous purchase. One cut or one bolt of fabric or trim

"by the yard" equals one item. Online fabric & trim discount is limited to 10 yards,
single cut. Excludes CRICUT" products, candy & snack products, gum & mints,
helium tanks, gift cards, custom orders, labor, rentals, class fees or items labeled
“Your Price”. Exclusions subject to change. Cash Value 1/10¢.

VALID THROUGH MAY 19, 2018

Coupon For In Store or Online Use!

We Guarantee Our Prices
Are Lower Than Our
Competitors’ Larger Discounts!

One Item at

SOME ADVERTISED ITEMS NOT Regular Price

AVAILABLE ONLINE.

SALES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK.
SELECTION AND QUANTITIES VARY
BY STORE.

AD DOES NOT APPLY TO
PRE-REDUCED ITEMS.

COUPON CODE:

See our Great Selection.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.




