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ORGANIZING

Better organizing = Better grades

he first day of school is
Tfast approaching. Some

families are trying to
squeeze out every bit of summer
fun in these last few days by
headmg to the pool or sleeping
late just one
more time.
Some are busy
shopping for
school supplies
and making
plans for that
first day.

There are so
many mixed emotions about the
beginning of a school year.
Parents are worried about every-
thing from paperwork and
packing lunches to bullying and
report cards. Children can feel
excited one minute and terrified
the next about starting their first
day in a new grade. Teachers are
finishing up getting their rooms
ready and frantically planning
those crucial first few days.
Clearly this is a busy time packed
with activity and planning.

Even though my children are
grown, I still get excited about the
beginning of a school year. It
takes every bit of restraint I can
muster to not go out and buy
things I really don’t need. As a
student, I took the selection of
items on the school supply list
very seriously, making sure that
the color of the notebook corre-
sponded in some way with the
class subject. I wrote especially
neatly on the first page of a spiral
notebook, knowing that I would
be looking at that page all year.

After the first few days of
school though, the excitement of
new supplies was soon replaced
by anxiety as I began to worry
about my grades. I was (and still
am) very driven and competitive,
so good grades meant everything
to me.

For many students and parents
alike, grades are the biggest
worry throughout the school
year. This worry starts early and
continues throughout all grade
levels, even into the college
years. It can often seem like so
much is riding on these scores.
So many factors can influence
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grades, and volumes of research
have been done to find the magic
formula to produce top marks.

When I think back over my
school years and those of my
children, I am convinced that the
most important factor in
achieving good grades was
simply being organized. While
intellect, creativity and study
methods definitely played a part,
basic organizing skills were piv-
otal in achieving good results.

In light of this observation,
here are my top suggestions for
staying organized during the
school year. Keep in mind that
depending on the age of the stu-
dent, parents’ assistance may be
needed. The older the child, the
more responsibility should be
transferred to them. I strongly
advise parents, grandparents or
anyone who is working with a
child to teach them basic orga-
nizing skills. These principles
will serve them well throughout
their lives. I would like to thank
my daughters Emma and Lydia
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(both college students) and my
husband Eric for their input.

Check backpacks before leaving
school. Nobody enjoys finding out
at 9:30 p.m. that your child forgot
the textbook they need to com-
plete their homework. If you pick
up your child from school, this
isn’t too difficult, but if they ride
the bus or with someone else,
you’ll have to train your child to
do this. We learned this lesson
the hard way.

Establish and reinforce routines for
papers. Students come home with
a LOT of papers, some of utmost
importance and some that go
straight to the recycling bin.
Make it a habit from day one to
have a designated spot for
papers. Establish a drop zone for
backpacks with a container (one
per child) nearby for all papers to
go into as soon as children arrive
home. This container can be
wall-mounted to save counter
space. If possible, a parent
should look through these imme-
diately to identify anything

urgent (forms to be returned,
homework to be completed). At
the end of the evening, check
again to make sure all papers
that need to be returned are in
the backpack.

Declutter backpacks regularly. At
least once a week, every single
item in the backpacks needs to be
taken out and everything unnec-
essary removed. I have heard
many stories of children getting a
zero on a homework assignment
that was completed on time but
not turned in because the back-
pack was a disaster area. Don’t be
that family!

Keep an updated checklist. Each
child needs one central location
to keep track of dates, deadlines,
homework, etc. You might try
using a different color for each
class. There are some wonderful
student planners that are perfect
for this. Or it may be that digital
solutions work better for your
family. Either way, I can’t over-
state the importance of this
strategy.

It’s never too early to start an
assignment. Look over assignment
sheets and descriptions early to
avoid last-minute issues. For a
large assignment, use a tech-
nique called “backwards plan-
ning,” which is working back-
wards from the desired result to
figure out all the steps needed to
achieve it, and creating mini-
deadlines to break big tasks up.
For a long-range assignment, one
good strategy is to work a little
on it each day after finishing
homework that is due the next
day.

When your child says they don’t
have any homework, don’t believe
them. I’'m not implying that your
child is a liar. I'm simply sug-
gesting that perhaps they have
forgotten it. Either way, it’s
better to just double check before
assuming they have the night off.
There is always something to
work on (see above point about
long-range assignments).

When your child says they don’t
have any homework, don’t believe
them. Yes, I meant to repeat that
sentence. Did you catch it? So
many times when asked about
homework, I was assured there
was none. Then I would find out
there was a test the next day.
Studying for a test definitely
counts as homework! There are
many effective methods of
studying for a test: looking over
notes, working problems, making
note cards, having a group study
session, creating a practice test
(this was my favorite), outlining
material, etc. Different methods
work better for different subjects
and learning styles. Teachers are
great resources for best study
habits.

I’d love to hear from you,
readers! Do you agree that orga-
nization is the biggest factor in
student success? What has
worked well for your family?

Here’s hoping for a wonderful
and organized school year!

Angie Hyche is a professional
organizer and owner of
Shipshape Solutions in
Kingsport. Email her at
beshipshape@ gmail.com.

FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU OR SHOP ONLINE AT HOBBYLOBBY.COM
STORE HOURS: 9 AM. -8 P.M. «+ CLOSED SUNDAY

HOME DECOR 50z

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department

Metal Decor

Does not include furniture

Decorative Memo Boards,

Priced $24.99 & Up

Chalkboards & Corkboards

Wicker, Decorative Boxes, Trays & Storage

Does not include large trunks or craft & paper crafts storage

Glass Decor

Glass Department, floral glass vases

and craft glass containers

Does not include craft stained glass

Metal wall decor, functional & decorative metal accessories
(Includes metal containers in our Floral & Crafts Departments)

Candle Holders

Wall and table

Wall and table

Men’s Metal & Wood Decor

Fall items are not included in Home Decor sale.

FALL FLORAL

407

Arrangements, bushes, wreaths, garlands, A
swags, stems, picks and ribbon

Does not include custom designs

FALL HOME & PARTY
DECOR AND CRAFTS

407

Does not include fall fabrics or candy

FLORALS0

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department or items labeled “floral accents”

Ribbon & Trims by the Roll

Ribbon, bows, tulle & deco mesh in our Wedding, Floral

and Fabric Departments

Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle sold by the yard

Floral Arrangements

Flowering and greenery

Does not include custom designs or potted trees & plants

Garlands, Swags, Wreaths & Teardrops

Flowering and greenery

Weddmg

Iltems Labeled
Studio His & Hers®
Invitations,
toasting glasses,
ring pillows,
cake toppers and more

FURNITURE

ALWAYS

30%

THE MARKED PRICE*

ALL YARN

Every skein, brand,
color and size

30%

Does not include thread and floss

FRAMES 50%

Categories Listed

Photo Frames
Always 50% off
the marked price*

Our entire selection of
basic & fashion tabletop
frames and wooden
photo storage

Wall Frames

Poster, document and portrait frames with glass

Collage
Frames

Art Prints &

Posters

Always 50% off
the marked price*

CRAFTS30%

Categories Listed
T-Shirts

Always 30% off the marked price*
Youth & adult t-shirts, sweatshirts,
infant & toddler t-shirts, creepers
and dresses

Unfinished Craft Wood
Priced $5.99 & Up

Children’s Crafts
by Playside Creations®

Krylon® Spray Paint

Crayola” Products

Pre-Cut
Stained Glass

Single sheets only

Gemstones
by the Paper Studio®

30%
OFF
Over 300 styles

Cards, Tags & %
Envelopes 50 T
by the Paper Studio®

Punches &
Punch Sets

40%

Tim Holtz" Products
Inks, paper, stamps,
embellishments and more

Cricut® Accessories

Cutting mats, replacement

OFF Dblades. tools. totes and more
Does not include machines and BrightPad™

Sizzix' & Spellbinders 3 0%

Die Cutting Products

Does not include machines

PAPER CRAFTS

30%
300FF

Lilac Cricut
Explore Air™ 2

$249.99 Regular price

229 99

OFF

ART SALE

All Master’s Touch® & Fine Touch®

%

OFF

9

Paint Sets, Easels, Single & Packaged Brushes,
Art & Sketch Pads, Art Canvas & Panels,

Tube Paints and more

Does not include items priced under $3.99 & *“Your Price” items

vl

,r:}airy tale
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Categories Listed

D.LY. Jewelry Kits and
Bead Boxes

Bead Design Co.™, In Bloom™
and Treehouse Studio’

Bulk beads & gems in a variety of materials

Fairy Tale™ by gead Treasures”
Pendants, charms and beads for a
grown-up happily ever after

Charms
by Charm Me™

Traditions™

Natural pendants and beads

the Jewelry Shoppe™
Findings, hair accessories, nickel free
and sterling silver

JEWELRY MAKINGa0%

Home Dec Fabric

Prints, solids,
sheers and
more

Fleece
Prints, solids and
microfiber

Calico Prints
& Solids

Apparel prints and batiks

THE MARKED PRICE*

FABRIC

Ribbon, Trim & Tulle Spools 5 0 %

Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle sold
ALWAYS by the yard or Seasonal Department OFF
% Home Decor Curtain Panels %
& Pillow Covers
OFF L
Halloween, Harvest & Cy
Christmas Fabric UF?:

Does not include fall apparel fabrics

CUSTOM FRAMES 50%

Always 50% off the marked price*
Applies to frame only. See store for details.

We Guarantee Our Prices
Are Lower Than Our
Competitors’ Larger Discounts!

See our Great Selection.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

SOME ADVERTISED ITEMS NOT
AVAILABLE ONLINE.

SALES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK.
SELECTION AND QUANTITIES VARY
BY STORE.

AD DOES NOT APPLY TO
PRE-REDUCED ITEMS.

PRICES GOOD IN STORES
MONDAY, AUGUST 6 —
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2018.
PRICES GOOD ONLINE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5 —
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2018.

407

One Item at
Regular Price

COUPON CODE:
55236

Bsues HOBBY LOBBY

Offer good for one item at regular price only. Limit one coupon
per customer per day. Must present coupon at time of purchase.
Offer is not valid with any other coupon, discount or previous
purchase. One cut or one bolt of fabric or trim "by the yard"
equals one item. Online fabric & trim discount is limited to 10
yards, single cut. Excludes CRICUT” products, candy & snack
products, gum & mints, gift cards, custom orders, labor, rentals,
class fees or items labeled “Your Price”. Exclusions subject to
change. Cash Value 1/10¢.

VALID THROUGH AUGUST 11, 2018

Coupon For In Store or Online Use!




