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Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

After Johnson City Board 
of Education members voted 
unanimously last month to 
continue studying a pro-
posed transition from the 
current configuration of 
Indian Trail Intermediate 
School and Liberty Bell 
Middle School, the board 
wants feedback from the 
community.

The board is considering 
turning each school into a 
middle school for students 
grades 5 through 8, which 
Superintendent Steve Barn- 
ett said could be beneficial 

City wants input 
on plans for two 
middle schools

Compared to three years 
ago, enrollment at Washin-
gton County Schools has 
declined by 429 students, 
according to information 
provided during Monday’s 
Health, Education and 
Welfare Committee meeting.

Based on that information, 
the school system is 1,042 
students short of its “high 
function capacity,” or the 

peak efficiency enrollment 
based on each school facili-
ty’s capacity.

Considering the capacities 
of the new Boones Creek, 
Jonesborough and magnet 
schools, Washington County 
could theoretically consoli-
date three of its current 
schools and still have an 
excess capacity of 500 stu-
dents, according to 
Committee Chairman Tom 
Krieger.

Falling student rolls 
bring call to study 
county school needs

‘They told us to get out’

By Brandon Paykamian
Press Staff Writer

bpaykamian@johnsoncitypress.com

Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

Surprise?
Longhorns expected 
football success/1B

Eastman ‘process upset’ shakes 
neighbors, sends workers to shelter

Kingsport Times-News

Plumes rise from Wednesday’s “pro-
cess upset” at Eastman Chemical Co.

By Jeff BoBo
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT — Initially, 
Miranda Wood thought someone 
had crashed a vehicle into 
Johnny’s Shoe Store on Eastman 
Road where she was working 
Wednesday morning, just a 
stone’s throw from the Eastman 
Chemical Co. plant.

In fact, the plant had been 
shaken Wednesday morning by 
explosions in the gasification 
area that were described by 
Eastman as “process upsets.”

When Wood realized what had 

really happened, she was quite 
upset indeed.

“I heard two explosions, but it 
really sounded like somebody 
just hit the (Johnny’s) building,” 
Wood said. “My whole chair 
really did shake. ... As I came 
downstairs, it did smell like 
something was burning.”

Then she and other employees 
saw the plumes of smoke rising 
from the Eastman plant and 
they realized something serious 
had happened.

“You better hold your breath,” 

By Hank Hayes
Kingsport Times-News

KINGSPORT — This was not a 
test.

Fifty-seven years to the day 
after a massive explosion and 
fire at Tennessee Eastman Co.’s 
Aniline plant killed 16 people and 
injured more than 400, Eastman 
Chemical had planned to test its 
hazardous vapor release alerting 
system Wednesday.

But instead of the simple “acti-
vation of Eastman’s blue light 
alert and alarm systems” that 
was planned, in an odd coinci-

dence a real-life “process upset” 
sent workers to safe havens and 
sent warnings to the giant plant’s 
neighbors.

“The gasifier blew up,” an 
employee and eyewitness work- 
ing near the explosion told the 
Times-News. “They just made us 
run to our car and get out. They 
told us to get out.”

Eastman, in a prepared state-
ment, explained what happened 
in an email: “Around 10 a.m., 
Eastman experienced a process 
upset in the coal gasification area 
of its Kingsport manufacturing 

See OUT, Page 3A

Neighbors’ concern grew when 
they saw plumes rise from plant

See PLUMES, Page 2A

JOHNSON CITY SCHOOLS

Officials going school-to-school to 
find out what you think of the idea

HAVE AN OPINION?

Turn to Page 3A for a look at 
proposed configurations for 
Indian Trail and Liberty Bell and 
for the scheduled presentation 
dates and locations.

See INPUT, Page 3A

By ZacH Vance
Press Staff Writer

zvance@johnsoncitypress.com

See STUDY, Page 2A

The 40th annual Unicoi 
County Apple Festival will 
run from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday in 
downtown Erwin.

In addition to the vast 
array of locally grown heir-
loom and popular apple 
varieties the festival 
revolves around, fun activi-
ties to look for include:

• Blue Ridge Pottery 
Show and Sale

The 38th annual Blue 
Ridge Pottery Show and 
Sale featuring dozens of 
vendors from across the 
country will be held from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, at 
Love Chapel Elementary 
School on Mohawk Drive. 
Shuttle service to and from 
the festival area 
will be available at 
the Clinchfield 
Senior Adult 
Center on Union 
Street. Admission 
is free. A preview 
sale with a $5 
admission fee will 
be held from 5 
p.m.-8 p.m. tonight 
at the school.

• Live 
entertainment on 

three outdoor 
stages

Top gospel 
groups will be per-
forming on the 
Love Street Stage 
at the end of South 
Main Avenue. 
Indie, country, 
modern and classic 
southern rock 
musicians will 
playing on Gay 
Street Street Stage 
just off Main 
Avenue in the heart 
of downtown. And 
dance perfor-
mances, demonstrations, 
contest prize presentations 
will be conducted of 
Gathering Place Park Stage 
across Main Avenue from 
the courthouse.

Carrying on a regional tradition four decades 
old and more popular now than when they 
first took root in the 1970s, the National 

Storytelling Festival and Unicoi County Apple 
Festival return to the streets of Jonesborough 

and Erwin this weekend.

The National Storytelling 
Festival kicks off Friday 
and wraps up Sunday, but 
there are still several 
pre-festival events shaking 
up the week before the fes-
tivities in addition to a 
weekend packed with the 
best in storytelling. Festival 
lineups include: 

• Featured storytellers
Nineteen featured story-

tellers from around the 
world will line the program 
for the weekend. Listeners 
can sit in on festival favor-
ites like Donald Davis and 
Jeanne Robertson and check 
out some of the new voices 
this year. New voices 
include Oba William King, 
who uses song and drum in 
his storytelling, and Anne 

Shimojima, who 
weaves her Asian 
heritage into her 
presentations like 
folk tales and the 
story of her 
Japanese American 
family’s time in an 
incarceration camp 
during World War 
II. 

• Workshops for 
aspiring tellers 
Three workshops 

will be held for 
aspiring tellers on 
Thursday night. 
Storyteller Connie 
Regan-Blake will 
host ‘Finding the 
Storyteller in You’ 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Teller Antonio 
Rocha will host a 
workshop focusing 
on mastering tran-
sitions in story-
telling from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and story-
teller Minton 
Sparks will host a 

story-writing workshop 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Workshops 
are not included in the reg-
ular weekend pass for the 
festival. 

If your taste is for apples or 
tales, this is your time of year

By sue Guinn LeGG
Press Staff Writer

slegg@johnsoncitypress.com

By Jessica fuLLer
Press Staff Writer

jfuller@johnsoncitypress.com

Jessica Fuller/Johnson City Press

Above left, Stanley Produce served up fresh 
goodies at a recent Apple Festival, including 
fresh apple fritters and warm fried apple pie. 
Above right, storyteller Will Hornyak entertains in 
the Courthouse Tent at the National Storytelling 
Festival.See APPLE, Page 2A See STORYTELLING, Page 2A
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and wraps up Sunday, but 
there are still several 
pre-festival events shaking 
up the week before the fes-
tivities in addition to a 
weekend packed with the 
best in storytelling. Festival 
lineups include: 

• Featured storytellers
Nineteen featured story-

tellers from around the 
world will line the program 
for the weekend. Listeners 
can sit in on festival favor-
ites like Donald Davis and 
Jeanne Robertson and check 
out some of the new voices 
this year. New voices 
include Oba William King, 
who uses song and drum in 
his storytelling, and Anne 

Shimojima, who 
weaves her Asian 
heritage into her 
presentations like 
folk tales and the 
story of her 
Japanese American 
family’s time in an 
incarceration camp 
during World War 
II. 

• Workshops for 
aspiring tellers 
Three workshops 

will be held for 
aspiring tellers on 
Thursday night. 
Storyteller Connie 
Regan-Blake will 
host ‘Finding the 
Storyteller in You’ 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Teller Antonio 
Rocha will host a 
workshop focusing 
on mastering tran-
sitions in story-
telling from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and story-
teller Minton 
Sparks will host a 

story-writing workshop 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Workshops 
are not included in the reg-
ular weekend pass for the 
festival. 

If your taste is for apples or 
tales, this is your time of year
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Above left, Stanley Produce served up fresh 
goodies at a recent Apple Festival, including 
fresh apple fritters and warm fried apple pie. 
Above right, storyteller Will Hornyak entertains in 
the Courthouse Tent at the National Storytelling 
Festival.See APPLE, Page 2A See STORYTELLING, Page 2A

Power 
play

ETSU’s Power set 
for return to Tour/1B

Power 
play

ETSU’s Power set 
for return to Tour/1B

Power 
play

ETSU’s Power set 
for return to Tour/1B

Red Flag Campaign 
encourages ETSU 

students to speak 
up about abuse/10A

Red Flag Campaign 
encourages ETSU 

students to speak 
up about abuse/10A

Red Flag Campaign 
encourages ETSU 

students to speak 
up about abuse/10A

The magic ran 
out for Science 
Hill’s volleyball 

team a day after 
beating the No. 

1 overall seed 
Dobyns-Bennett 
in District 1-AAA 

tournament as 
they fell to No. 2 
Tennessee High 
on Wednesday.

Ready for 
guests
Sabine Hill to 
host tours/4A

Ready for 
guests
Sabine Hill to 
host tours/4A

Ready for 
guests
Sabine Hill to 
host tours/4A

The first day of  school is 
fast approaching. Some 
families are trying to 

squeeze out every bit of  summer 
fun in these last few days by 
heading to the pool or sleeping 

late just one 
more time. 
Some are busy 
shopping for 
school supplies 
and making 
plans for that 
first day. 

There are so 
many mixed emotions about the 
beginning of  a school year. 
Parents are worried about every-
thing from paperwork and 
packing lunches to bullying and 
report cards. Children can feel 
excited one minute and terrified 
the next about starting their first 
day in a new grade. Teachers are 
finishing up getting their rooms 
ready and frantically planning 
those crucial first few days. 
Clearly this is a busy time packed 
with activity and planning.

Even though my children are 
grown, I still get excited about the 
beginning of  a school year. It 
takes every bit of  restraint I can 
muster to not go out and buy 
things I really don’t need. As a 
student, I took the selection of  
items on the school supply list 
very seriously, making sure that 
the color of  the notebook corre-
sponded in some way with the 
class subject. I wrote especially 
neatly on the first page of  a spiral 
notebook, knowing that I would 
be looking at that page all year. 

After the first few days of  
school though, the excitement of  
new supplies was soon replaced 
by anxiety as I began to worry 
about my grades. I was (and still 
am) very driven and competitive, 
so good grades meant everything 
to me.

For many students and parents 
alike, grades are the biggest 
worry throughout the school 
year. This worry starts early and 
continues throughout all grade 
levels, even into the college 
years. It can often seem like so 
much is riding on these scores. 
So many factors can influence 

grades, and volumes of  research 
have been done to find the magic 
formula to produce top marks. 

When I think back over my 
school years and those of  my 
children, I am convinced that the 
most important factor in 
achieving good grades was 
simply being organized. While 
intellect, creativity and study 
methods definitely played a part, 
basic organizing skills were piv-
otal in achieving good results.

In light of  this observation, 
here are my top suggestions for 
staying organized during the 
school year. Keep in mind that 
depending on the age of  the stu-
dent, parents’ assistance may be 
needed. The older the child, the 
more responsibility should be 
transferred to them. I strongly 
advise parents, grandparents or 
anyone who is working with a 
child to teach them basic orga-
nizing skills. These principles 
will serve them well throughout 
their lives. I would like to thank 
my daughters Emma and Lydia 

(both college students) and my 
husband Eric for their input.

Check backpacks before leaving 
school. Nobody enjoys finding out 
at 9:30 p.m. that your child forgot 
the textbook they need to com-
plete their homework. If  you pick 
up your child from school, this 
isn’t too difficult, but if  they ride 
the bus or with someone else, 
you’ll have to train your child to 
do this. We learned this lesson 
the hard way.

Establish and reinforce routines for 
papers. Students come home with 
a LOT of  papers, some of  utmost 
importance and some that go 
straight to the recycling bin. 
Make it a habit from day one to 
have a designated spot for 
papers. Establish a drop zone for 
backpacks with a container (one 
per child) nearby for all papers to 
go into as soon as children arrive 
home. This container can be 
wall-mounted to save counter 
space. If  possible, a parent 
should look through these imme-
diately to identify anything 

urgent (forms to be returned, 
homework to be completed). At 
the end of  the evening, check 
again to make sure all papers 
that need to be returned are in 
the backpack.

Declutter backpacks regularly. At 
least once a week, every single 
item in the backpacks needs to be 
taken out and everything unnec-
essary removed. I have heard 
many stories of  children getting a 
zero on a homework assignment 
that was completed on time but 
not turned in because the back-
pack was a disaster area. Don’t be 
that family!

Keep an updated checklist. Each 
child needs one central location 
to keep track of  dates, deadlines, 
homework, etc. You might try 
using a different color for each 
class. There are some wonderful 
student planners that are perfect 
for this. Or it may be that digital 
solutions work better for your 
family. Either way, I can’t over-
state the importance of  this 
strategy.

It’s never too early to start an 
assignment. Look over assignment 
sheets and descriptions early to 
avoid last-minute issues. For a 
large assignment, use a tech-
nique called “backwards plan-
ning,” which is working back-
wards from the desired result to 
figure out all the steps needed to 
achieve it, and creating mini- 
deadlines to break big tasks up. 
For a long-range assignment, one 
good strategy is to work a little 
on it each day after finishing 
homework that is due the next 
day.

When your child says they don’t 
have any homework, don’t believe 
them. I’m not implying that your 
child is a liar. I’m simply sug-
gesting that perhaps they have 
forgotten it. Either way, it’s 
better to just double check before 
assuming they have the night off. 
There is always something to 
work on (see above point about 
long-range assignments).

When your child says they don’t 
have any homework, don’t believe 
them. Yes, I meant to repeat that 
sentence. Did you catch it? So 
many times when asked about 
homework, I was assured there 
was none. Then I would find out 
there was a test the next day. 
Studying for a test definitely 
counts as homework! There are 
many effective methods of  
studying for a test: looking over 
notes, working problems, making 
note cards, having a group study 
session, creating a practice test 
(this was my favorite), outlining 
material, etc. Different methods 
work better for different subjects 
and learning styles. Teachers are 
great resources for best study 
habits.

I’d love to hear from you, 
readers! Do you agree that orga-
nization is the biggest factor in 
student success? What has 
worked well for your family?

Here’s hoping for a wonderful 
and organized school year!

Angie Hyche is a professional 
organizer and owner of  
Shipshape Solutions in 
Kingsport. Email her at  
beshipshape@ gmail.com.
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