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ORGANIZING

How to organize your printed photos

“A good snapshot keeps a moment from
running away.”
— Eudora Welty

sional organizer, I have helped a lot

of people organize a huge variety
of spaces and items. One common denom-
inator of most of them is that their phys-
ical photos are a hot mess. It is not
unusual for clients to show me a huge
stack of boxes or bins full of photos, or
even an entire closet. They are usually
overwhelmed and anxious about the sheer
volume of photos that need to be orga-

. nized, they don’t know
where to start, and they
don’t have a plan for get-
ting it accomplished.
They just keep adding to
the pile, hoping that
“someday” when they
retire, are recovering
from surgery, get
snowed in one winter, etc., they will have
time to tackle this huge project.

Does this sound familiar? Fear not,
readers. I'm here to help you get started!
This article will give you a simple plan to
get started with organizing your printed
photos. My next article will address dig-
ital photos.

The first thing you need to do is face the
fact that “someday” may never come, and
that the longer you wait to get started, the
worse it’s going to get. It’s taken years to
get into this situation with your photos,
and it’s not going to be a quick fix. But
with determination and a clear game plan,
you can be successful.

September is an especially good time to
work on your photos. September is Save
Your Photos Month, and the Association
of Personal Photograph Organizers has a
special program called The Summit in
which you can sign up to receive emails
chock full of helpful free resources. You
can sign up and find out more details at
this website: https://www.saveyour-
photos.org/.

STEP 1: Get all of your photos into one
location. Gather them all and put them
somewhere you can access them during
this organizing process without being in
the way of normal day-to-day activities.
Don’t worry for now about putting them
into any particular container; your only
job at this point is to get them into the
same location.

STEP 2: This is the most important step.
Remember the phrase “Begin with the
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Make an album with older family photos. This could be limited to those classic photos of earlier
generations. The fear of not organizing and documenting these pictures now is that eventually no one
will remember the people in the photos. This would make a good extended family project.

end in mind”? You need to decide what
you really want at the end of this process.
Fill in this blank: When I am finished
organizing all of these photos, what I'd
really like to have is
There are so many possible outcomes and
only you know what is ideal for you and
your family. There is no right or wrong
answer. Really take the time to think
about this question, and be realistic about
it.

I have spent many, many hours over the
years taking photos, printing them, and
documenting information about them. As
a result, I have most of a bookshelf full of
albums. I actually feel like it’s overkill at
this point. The albums take up a lot of
space, are heavy to move, and although
they have come in handy for special proj-
ects, we don’t look at them as often as I
had thought. So I recommend going with a
plan more limited in scope.

Here are a few photo project ideas that
are more limited in scope:

Make an album with older family photos. This
could be limited to those classic photos of
earlier generations. The fear of not orga-
nizing and documenting these pictures

now is that eventually no one will
remember the people in the photos. This
would make a good extended family
project.

Consider making an album using only school
portraits in chronological order. Most of us
have extra 5x7 or 8x10 school photos, so
this is an easy album to make for each
child.

Many families go on a summer vacation every
year, and these vacations almost always include
photos. Similarly, most families take pic-
tures as they celebrate Christmas or other
seasonal holidays. Both of these albums
would be relatively easy and could be
organized chronologically.

For both of my children, | made a printed
photo album at the time of their high school
graduation. I gathered the best photos from
birth to their high school years to create
this album. I had extra copies made for
each set of grandparents.

You may not want any physical albums,
but just the ability to more easily find the
photos you need. Common events that
require us to search for photos include
high school or college graduation, wed-
dings and funerals. Whether we’re setting

up a physical display of photos or creating
a slideshow, organizing your photos now
will prevent many frustrating hours of
searching. For this goal, you’ll probably
want to choose either organizing chrono-
logically or by person and storing the
photos in photo boxes.

STEP 3: Now that you have decided your
end goal, it’s time to start sorting all of
your photos. I'm afraid there is no substi-
tute for going through them one by one.
Yes, it’s time consuming, but it must be
done. I suggest that you just do a few at a
time to prevent the feeling of being over-
whelmed. Try spending 20 minutes three
times a week or so.

Don’t put too much pressure on yourself
to get it done quickly. You might try com-
bining it with binge watching mindless
TV or listening to relaxing music. Work
on it with a family member, and have fun
reliving some memories and laughing at
photos from that awkward middle school
stage. Keeping in mind your end goal,
quickly sort through your photos. For
example, if your goal is to create school
portrait albums for each child, you will
want to put these into one spot.

If you are starting with a huge amount
of photos, you will need to be especially
ruthless in purging. The pile of photos
you’re keeping should be much smaller
than the ones you’re discarding. It’s not
illegal to discard photos. Don’t guilt your-
self into keeping photos that you don’t
need! Keep in mind how freeing it will be
to only keep the best and to be able to
enjoy the ones you keep!

Here are some categories that should be
discarded:

Multiple copies of the same photo.

Blurry or otherwise poor-quality
photos.

Damaged photos.

Photos in which you can’t identify either
the person, event or location.

Most photos of animals at a zoo or geo-
graphical locations. These photos can be
easily found through a web search.

STEP 4: Now that you’ve sorted through
and chosen the best photos, it’s time to
create your desired project. You can find
loads of creative ideas and specific how
to’s on Pinterest or other websites. Have
fun with it!

Happy organizing!

Angie Hyche is a professional organizer
and owner of Shipshape Solutions in
Kingsport. Email her at beshipshape@
gmail.com.
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Categories Listed

& Decorative Hardware

Framed & Canvas Art .
Decorative Memo Boards,

Chalkboards & Corkboards

Priced $24.99 & Up

Does not include Seasonal Department

Knobs, Pulls, Handles, Hooks

Metal Decor

Metal wall decor, functional & decorative metal accessories
(Includes metal containers in our Floral & Crafts Departments)

Does not include furniture

Wicker, Decorative Boxes, Trays & Storage

Does not include large trunks or craft & paper crafts storage

Candle Holders

Wall and table

Men’s Metal & Wood Decor

Wall and table

Fall and Christmas items are not included in Home Decor sale.

FALL HOME & PARTY DECOR,
FLORAL AND CRAFTS

Arrangements, bushes, wreaths,

garlands, swags, stems, picks and ribbon

40%

Does not include fall fabrics, floral custom designs or candy

CHRISTMAS DECOR

407

Does not include fabric, needle art, candy,
light sets, light accessories or Scotch® tape

CHRISTMAS TREES

407

12in-12ft

Arrangements, bushes, wreaths,

., CHRISTMAS FLORAL ;‘.*

garlands, swags, stems, picks and ribbon

407

Does not include custom designs

CHRISTMAS

CRAFTS

407

CHRISTMAS LIGHT SETS ====

& ACCESSORIES

29:;

Includes Mini Lights, C9s, Net Lights, LED Lights and Battery Operated Light Strands

Does not include Command™

FLORAL 50

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department or items labeled

Ribbon & Trims by the Roll

Ribbon, bows, tulle & deco mesh in our Wedding, Floral
and Fabric Departments

Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle sold by the yard

Stem Naturals
Bouquets, sticks, pods, grains
Does not include feathers

Garlands, Swags, Wreaths & Teardrops

Flowering and greenery

, fillers and grasses

“floral accents”

Wedding

Items Labeled
Studio His & Hers®

toasting glasses,

cake toppers and more

Invitations,

ring pillows,

FURNITURE

307

THE MARKED PRICE*

ALWAYS

ALL YARN

Every skein, brand,
color and size

30

Does not include thread and floss

==
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FRAMES 50%

Categories Listed

Photo Frames
Always 50% off

the marked price™

Our entire selection of
basic & fashion tabletop
frames and wooden
photo storage

Wall Frames

Poster, document and portrait frames with glass

Collage
Frames

Art Prints &

Posters

Always 50% off
the marked price*

Priced $4.99 & Up
T-Shirts

Youth & adult t-shirts,

CRAFTS 30%

Categories Listed

Basically Yours®
Aprons, bags and caps

Leather & Leather Kits

Always 30% off the marked prics

irts, infai l&(ddl t-shirts,
dre:

Gemstones
by the Paper Studio®

90%
OFF
Over 300 styles

Cards, Tags & %
Envelopes 5 U OFF
by the Paper Studio”

Chalkboards, Corkboards
& Dry-Erase Boards

Clay

Modéling, oven-bake, air-dry & jewelry clay
DecoArt® & Anita’s™ Craft Paint
8 oz and 16 oz

Cake Decorating

All items labeled Sunny Side Up Bakery®
Includes Cake, Cookie and Cupcake Essentials

Punches &
Punch Sets

403

PAPER

CRAFTS

Tim Holtz’ Products %
Inks, paper, stamps, OFF
eembellishments and more

L)
Cutting mats, replacement 3 0 %
blades, tools, totes and more OFF

Does not include machines and BrightPad™

Cricut’ Accessories

%
OFF

Sizzix’ & Spellbinders’
Die Cutting Products 3 0

Does not include machines

JEWELRY MAKING 50%

Categories Listed

Poetic Spirit™ by Bead Treasures®
Pendants, beads, leather and more
Strung, Tubed &

Boxed Beads

Color Gallery™, Bead Treasures®
and Czech Glass Beads

Blank Slate
Create a personahzed Iook with stamping
blanks, bezels and m«

Vintaj®

<o Ilng Sivr

Unique artisan components made in the USA

Instant Gratification by Traditions™
Combine mix-and-match components to create
personalized jewelry... instantly! No tools required

the jewelry Shoppe"‘

a0z

ckel free and

ART SALE

All Master’s Touch® & Fine Touch®

Paint Sets, Single & Packaged Brushes, Art & Sketch Pads, Art
Canvas & Panels, Tube Paints and more
Does not include items priced under $3.99 & T“Your Price” items

All Art Tables & Easels 5[].]FF

Home
Dec Fabric

Prints, solids,
sheers and more

Fleece
Prints, solids and
microfiber

Calico Prints
& Solids

Apparel prints and batiks

Ribbon, Trim & Tulle Spools 5 0 %
Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle
sold by the yard or Seasonal Department OFF
Halloween, Harvest & 3 0 0/
o
OFF

Christmas Fabric
1.99

ALWAYS

305

THE MARKED PRICE*

Does not include fall apparel fabrics

McCalls® Patterns
Limit 10 per customer

Does not include Kwik Sew®
& Vogue® patterns

CUSTOM FRAMES 5

%

OFF

Always 50% off the marked price*
Applies to frame only. See store for details.

We Guarantee Our Prices

Are Lower Than Our

Competitors’ Larger Discounts!

See our Great Selection.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

PRICES GOOD IN STORES
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 —
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018.
PRICES GOOD ONLINE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 —
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018.

SOME ADVERTISED ITEMS NOT
AVAILABLE ONLINE.

SALES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK.
SELECTION AND QUANTITIES VARY
BY STORE.

AD DOES NOT APPLY TO
PRE-REDUCED ITEMS.

COUPON CODE:
74942

HOBBY LOBBY

Offer good for one item at regular price only. Limit one coupon per customer per
day. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer is not valid with any other
coupon, discount or previous purchase. One cut or one bolt of fabric or trim

"by the yard" equals one item. Online fabric & trim discount is limited to 10 yards,
single cut. Excludes CRICUT® products, candy & snack products, gum & mints,
gift cards, custom orders, labor, rentals, class fees or items labeled “Your Price”.
Exclusions subject to change. Cash Value 1/10¢.

VALID THROUGH SEPTEMBER 8, 2018

Coupon For In Store or Online Use!




