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ORGANIZING

Organizing your printed photos (Part 2)

At the end of my last article, “How to
Organize Your Printed Photos,” I prom-
ised that my next article would discuss
organizing digital photos. I lied. Sort of.
I’ve been learning so much from the

Association of Personal Photo Organizers’

free Save Your Photos Summit that I
wanted to add some
additional tips. You can
get all of these resources
free at this link: https://
www.photoorganizers.
academy. Even if you
don’t have time to orga-
nize your photos now, if
you sign up for the
summit, you will have lifetime access to
the materials. So go sign up (after you
read this article, of course)!

If you didn’t read the last article or need
to review just a bit, you can read it on my
website at https://beshipshape.com/
blog/. This article will expand on the last
article and add some new information.

Step 1: Gather all your photos into one space.
If possible, choose a room where photos
can be left out during the organizing pro-
cess.

The APPO Summit listed a few places to
search for your photos that you might not
have thought about: albums, frames (don’t
forget to look behind the front one!), photo
boxes, scrapbooks, wallet, relatives’
homes, bins, on the refrigerator, in var-
ious drawers, closets, within the pages of
books like the family Bible, under furni-
ture, undeveloped film, unpacked boxes,
memory box, hope chest, safe, file folders,
secret hiding spot, attic, garage, storage
unit, yearbooks.

Photos that are still in frames take up a
lot of space. Even if it’s a great photo you
plan to keep, unless you plan to display it
again in that frame or use that frame to
display another picture, you’re better off
removing the photo from the frame.

Step 2: Decide on your end goal(s). What do
you want to do with your printed photos?
There are so many possibilities. Really
think through this goal before you begin,
because it will guide the whole process.

Step 3: Start sorting through your photos. I
love the way the APPO Summit describes
this process by using the ABC model.
Separate your photos into A, B and C cate-
gories as you sort. You may want to wear
cotton gloves as you sort to prevent
damage to your photos, especially if you
are working with older photos.

A photos are the cream of the crop.
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What about albums you've already created with older, non-photo-safe materials? The only way you can
guarantee the long-term survival of your photos is to transfer them into photo-safe albums and boxes.

They are album- or frame-worthy photos
that tell a story or bring back a treasured
memory. You would mourn the loss of
these photos. You will be using the A
photos to create the end goal you decided
on. As you sort, you may end up with
more than one A pile. For example, if you
are creating themed albums or boxes, you
may have a “Vacations” pile and a
“Holidays” pile.

B photos are are not necessarily the best
of the best, but you aren’t ready to part
with them. These are good candidates to
be kept in a photo-safe box, possibly
grouped into categories.

C photos are ones that need to be tossed
into the trash can. C photos might include

duplicates, blurry or poor-quality photos,
photos that you can’t remember who/
what is in them, etc.

Step 4: Scan your best photos. For your A
photos (and perhaps your B photos as
well), you definitely need to have digital
copies. I have heard way too many horror
stories of priceless printed photos being
destroyed by fire, flood or other cata-
strophic events. Don’t let this happen to
you! Also, it is much easier to share
photos if you have a digital copy of them.
If you have a lot of photos to scan, you
may want to outsource this task. I used
Bays Media in Johnson City for this task
because I didn’t want to send them off,
and I was very pleased with their service.

Step 5: Create your desired project(s). With
your end goals in mind, use those A
photos to create your project(s).

Choose supplies made specifically for
protecting photos. Whether you choose
physical albums, boxes or folders, you
should definitely use photo-safe supplies.
Look for these terms: acid-free, lig-
nin-free, PAT tested, and buffered.
Additionally, photos need to be stored in a
temperature- and humidity-controlled
environment. Remember, you want these
photos to last so that future generations
can enjoy them.

Document information about the pic-
tures as you go. You may know by looking
at a photo that it was taken at your middle
child’s kindergarten graduation, but you
will eventually forget that, and others that
view that same photo won’t know that
information. I highly recommend that you
figure out a way to include a few details,
whether through written notes on the
back of the photo using a photo-safe
writing instrument, a note attached to it
or beside it, or an audio or video
recording. Our photos tell stories, and if
you can include the story with the photo,
it makes that photo all the more valuable.

Step 6: Consider other photo safety issues.
What about photo albums you've already
created with older, non-photo-safe mate-
rials? What about photos that are already
organized into non-photo-safe containers?
This question is one that I've thought
about a lot since I have shelves full of
these albums that represent many many
hours of work.

You’ll have to make your own judgment
call about this question. The only way you
can guarantee the long-term survival of
the photos is to transfer them into pho-
to-safe albums and boxes. It is a laborious
task, and you may not personally benefit
from the work. But you can be reassured
that you have done all that you can to
assure their safety.

I hope that you have found this article
helpful and that you are now motivated to
begin organizing your photos. Remember,
sign up for the free APPO Save Your
Photos Summit if you haven’t already.
Organizing your printed photos may be a
big project, but it is worthy of your time.

Happy organizing!

Angie Hyche is a professional organizer
and owner of Shipshape Solutions in
Kingsport. Email her at beshipshape@
gmail.com.
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HOME DECOR50:%

Categories Listed

& Decorative Hardware

Framed & Canvas Art
Decorative Memo Boards,
Chalkboards & Corkboards

Priced $24.99 & Up

Knobs, Pulls, Handles, Hooks

Does not include Seasonal Department

Metal Decor

Metal wall decor, functional & decorative metal accessories
(Includes metal containers in our Floral & Crafts Departments)

Does not include furniture

Wicker, Decorative Boxes, Trays & Storage
Does not include large trunks or craft & paper crafts storage

Candle Holders

Wall and table

Men’s Metal & Wood Decor

Wall and table

Gl i)

Fall and Christmas items are not included in Home Decor sale.
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FALL HOME & PARTY DECOR,
FLORAL AND CRAFTS

Arrangements, bushes, wreaths,
garlands, swags, stems, picks and ribbon

40z

Does not include fall fabrics, floral custom designs or candy

?
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CHRISTMAS DECOR b

400FF

Does not include fabric, needle art, candy,
light sets, light accessories or Scotch® tape

CHRISTMAS TREES

407

12in-12ft

CHRISTMAS FLORAL

Arrangements, bushes, wreaths,
garlands, swags, stems, picks and ribbon

407

Does not include custom designs

CHRISTMAS
CRAFTS

407

& ACCESSORIES

29:;

Includes Mini Lights, C9s, Net nghts LED Lights and Battery Operated nght Strands

Does not include Command™

» FLORAL 50

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department or items labeled “floral accents”

FURNITURE ALL TULIP®

ALWAYS

ALL YARN

Every skein, brand,

Ribbon & Trims by the Roll

Ribbon, bows, tulle & deco mesh in our Wedding, Floral
and Fabric Departments

Does not include ribbon, trim or tulle sold by the yard

Stem Naturals
Bouquets, sticks, pods, grains, fillers and grasses
Does not include feathers

Wedding

Studio His & Hers®

Items Labeled 3 0 o/o
OFF

THE MARKED PRICE*

Invitations,
toasting glasses,

PRODUCTS

color and size

Garlands, Swags, Wreaths & Teardrops

Flowering and greenery

ring pillows,
cake toppers and more

303

Does not include thread and floss

FRAMES 50%

Categories Listed

Photo Frames Collage
Always 50% off Frames

the marked price*
Art Prints &

Posters
Always 50% off
the marked price*

Our entire selection of
basic & fashion tabletop
frames and wooden
photo storage

Wall Frames

Poster, document and portrait frames with glass

CRAFTS 30%

Categories Listed
T-Shirts

Always 30% off the marked price*
Youth & adult t-shirts, sweatshirts,
infant & toddler t-shirts, creepers
and dresses

Unfinished Craft Wood
Priced $5.99 & Up

Crayola® Products

Pre-Cut
Stained Glass

Single sheets only

Children’s Crafts

Krylon® Spray Paint by Playside Creations®

PAPER CRAFTS 50%

Most Categories Listed

Chipboard, Chip Decor™ Letters &  Scrapbook Albums &
Shapes and Mixed Media Refill Pages

by the Paper Studio” by the Paper Studio”
. Over 200 styles
Embellishments

Does not include photo albums
by the Paper Studio”

Spare Parts’, Flea Market Fancy’, Poppies & Paperie”,
decorative tape, brads, bottle caps, flowers and more

Tz Jeliles

All Stickers

Over 2500 styles %
Includes 3D stickers, sticker =
packs and planner stickers OFF

Paper Crafts Totes & Organizers
by the Paper Studio”

JEWELRY MAKING 50%

Categories Listed

D.LY. Jewelry Kits and

Bead Boxes Traditions

Natural pendants and beads
Bead Design Co.™, In Bloom™
and Treehouse Studio’

Bulk beads & gems in a variety of materials

Fairy Tale™ bysead treasures
Pendants, charms and beads for a
grown-up happily ever after

and sterling silver

Charms
by Charm Me”™

the Jewelry Shoppe™

Findings, hair accessories, nickel free

ART SALE

All Master’s Touch® & Fine Touch®

20:%

Paint Sets, Easels, Single & Packaged Brushes, Art & Sketch Pads,
Art Canvas & Panels, Tube Paints and more
Does not include items priced under $3.99 & T“Your Price” items

All Art Tables & Easels 5[].?;}

FABRIC

Ribbon, Trim & Tulle Spools
Does not include ribbon, trim

or tulle sold by the yard or

Seasonal Department

Home
Dec Fabric

Prints, solids,
sheers and more

Fleece
Prints, solids and
microfiber

a0%
30%

ALWAYS

30%

THE MARKED PRICE*

Halloween, Harvest &
Christmas Fabric

Does not include fall apparel fabrics
Calico Prints
& Solids

Apparel prints and batiks

Sewing Machines

Priced from

%

OFF

CUSTOM FRAMES 5

Always 50% off the marked price*
Applies to frame only. See store for details.

We Guarantee Our Prices
Are Lower Than Our
Competitors’ Larger Discounts!

See our Great Selection.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

PRICES GOOD IN STORES
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 —
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2018.
PRICES GOOD ONLINE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 —
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2018.

SOME ADVERTISED ITEMS NOT
AVAILABLE ONLINE.

SELECTION AND QUANTITIES VARY
BY STORE.
AD DOES NOT APPLY TO
PRE-REDUCED ITEMS.

SALES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK.

HOBBY LOBBY

Offer good for one item at regular price only. Limit one coupon per customer per
day. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer is not valid with any other
coupon, discount or previous purchase. One cut or one bolt of fabric or trim

"by the yard" equals one item. Online fabric & trim discount is limited to 10 yards,
single cut. Excludes CRICUT* products, candy & snack products, gum & mints,
gift cards, custom orders, labor, rentals, class fees or items labeled “Your Price”.
Exclusions subject to change. Cash Value 1/10¢.
VALID THROUGH SEPTEMBER 22, 2018

Coupon For In Store or Online Use!

40|

One Item at
Regular Price

COUPON CODE:
5904




